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that " probably Marlowe, Kyd, and Greene " col-
laborated in it.

It would thus appear, in terms of Herre 0sterberg's
own view of the history of the play, that Shake-
speare could have seen or heard or read it in some
form before the closing of the theatres for the plague ;
and that unless all other hands can be ruled out for the
Countess scenes, all echoes as between the play and
his poems of 1593 and 1594 could take place in virtue
of imitation by him. But the Lektor makes it his
thesis that the scenes in question are the work of
Shakespeare, and that all parallels in the texts are
to be so accounted for. The case has to be tried,
then, on the internal evidence ; and it is the outstand
ing merit of the essay that to that end it makes the
fullest survey yet attempted of the significant
textual data.

This is a service for which Lektor 0sterberg is
to be thanked whether we agree with him or not. No
one else, English or foreign, has so diligently noted
all the relevant parallels ; and those who now make
their decision in the light of this exploration may
claim to have a better right than their predecessors
to an opinion. For the logic of the inquiry may,
nay must, be now regulated with a new vigilance.

II
Coming to that, the present writer is free to con-
gratulate the Lektor, at a number of points, on the
dexterity of what we may term his critical tactics,